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The war had made him aware of some of the
shortcomings of the Service. Athough crowned
with success, it had been fought in his opinion
by haphazard methods. There had been mani-
fold and manifest errors both in strategy and
tactics. The various arms had not been pro-
perly used. Throughout, there had been the
handicap of the lack of an efficient body of
trained Staff Officers. The war had exempli-
fied much, but it had shown more clearly what
should be avoided than what was to be adopted.
He saw before him a definite task, quite apart
from his own advancement, to which he could set
himself: the rectification of the errors which he
had noticed in the Army system, and the per-
fection, as far as it might be possible for him to
accomplish it, of an army so organised and
trained as to be able to play its part in any
theatre of war and against any foe.